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prospect of a perfect cure. A gum-elastic catheter has been
kept in the bladder to prevent the orifice of the urethra from
closing during the cicatrization of the wound.
Amputation of Foot at the Ankle-joint for Caries of the
Tarsal Bones.
Sarah G-, aged five, a very scrofulous subject, was ad-
mitted to the Infirmary June 19th, 1863, with disease of the
tarsus, which gradually increased despite all our efforts to save
the foot; and the constitution at length giving way under the
disease, I had purposed removing the foot by Pirogoff’s opera-
tion at the ankle joint, but, finding that the os calcis was dis-
eased, changed it for that of Syme, making the anterior flap by
a semicircular incision between the malleoli, cutting into the
joint, disarticulating the astragalus, and removing the os calcis.
The flaps were dissected up above the malleoli, and the bones
divided by a small metacarpal saw ; thus good flaps were pre-
served, and the stump healed in great measure by the first in-
tention in three weeks.
On examining the foot, the cuneiform bones, the astragalus,
and the os calcis were found carious.
Since the operation the child’s health has greatly improved,
and she will soon be able to leave the hospital.
Val’icosc Ulcers.
I have now two men and a woman under treatment for vari-
cose veins by Skey’s method of applying the Vienna paste, and
making eschars (three, four, or five in number) over the most
diseased parts of the vessels. The ulcers are rapidly healing,
the veins becomi g solidified ; and I have no doubt of perma.
nent cures being the gratifying result of this excellent method.
Princess-square, Plymouth, 1864.
A CASE OF
POISONING BY TINCTURE OF ARNICA
BY H. BERTIN, ESQ., M.R.C.S.,
HOUSE-SURGEON TO ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL.
HAVING seen reported in THE LANCET cases of poisoning by
different agents, I think it would not be out of place to give
an account of a case of poisoning by tincture of arnica, which
came under my notice about three months ago in St. Mary’s
Hospital, and which, being interesting from its novelty, may
be valuable as a toxicological record, as there has not been any
such reported before, to the best of my knowledge.
The patient, a middle-aged, pale-looking man, was brought
to the hospital on the morning of the 4th of Aug last in a state
approaching collapse. His eyes were sunken, anxious, and glassy;
pupils dilated and unaffected by light ; pulse above 100, feehle
and fluttering; skin cold, but dry. He complained, in a low
muttering VOIce, of great pain in the epigastrium, and stated
that he had taken, by mistake, about an ounce of tincture of
arnica, which he had bought to make a lotion ; that he did not
think anything of it at the time, for he felt no pain. but had
some dryness in his mouth, which he attributed to the spirit.
He passed a very good night; but was awoke up early in the
morning by a sharp pain in the pit of the stomach. On rising,
he felt sick and feeble ; but did not bring anything off his
stomach. This was eight hours after taking the arnica.
When admitted into the hospital at seven in the morning
(ten hours after taking the poison), he was found in the col-
lapsed state described above. The pain in the epigastrium was
greatly increased by pressure ; the resonance of the stomach
was less extensive than usual, owing to the stomach being
empty.
The poison having been taken so long before his admission,
the use of the stomach-pump or of any emetic was out of the
question. An ounce of brandy, with twenty minims of opium,
was ordered to be taken immediately, the draught to be reo
peated after two hours. The patient was placed in bed and well
covered up, and hot bottles were applied to his feet. He felt
but slight relief up to nine o’clock ; but his pulse was stronger,
and the temperature of his skin raised. The second dose waf
administered ; and at eleven he began to get gradually better.
His pulse was still rather quick (above 90), his tongue red, anf
his pupils were more sensitive to light ; but the temperature o
his body was above the normal standard. He felt no more pain
in the epigastrium, and soon fell asleep.
The next morning he was discharged, and walked out of thehospital perfectly recovered, none of the morbid symptoms re-
maining, except slight dryness of the mouth.November, 1864.
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VITILIGOIDEA PLANA, AN AFFECTION OF THE SKIN,
ASSOCIATED WITH ASCITES AND DISEASE OF
THE LIVER.
(Under the care of Dr. BARLOW,)
Nulla autem est alia pro certo noscendi via, nisi quamplurimas et raaruorum
et aissectionum historias, turn aliornm, tum proprias collectas habere et inter
s comperare .De Ased, et Caus. Morb., lib. iv. ProfBHtiutB.
IN the museum of the above hospital there is an unrivalled
collection of wax models of an the known diseases of the skin
which have from time to time, during a series of many years,
been made from cases under treatment in the wards. It has
been asserted that no continental museum can compete with it
in the number, variety, and completeness of the cutaneous
illustrations thus preserved, which includes some forms seen
perhaps but once or twice in a lifetime. Amongst these latter
are several specimens of the rare disease of the skin called
vitiligoidea ; but, although first named by Willan, it is doubt-
ful whether his account of it really represents the disease as
subsequently described by Drs. Addison and Gull in the Guy’s
Hospital Reports for 1851. Indeed, they observed that many
of the particulars present in Willan’s description were absent
in their cases, whilst others were noticed which tfere not alluded
to by him. The student will find the best account of it in
the above-mentioned Reports, where several cases are recorded,
and illustrated by coloured plates. At the present time there
is a woman in the clinical ward suffering from this affection ;
and we thus early publish the particulars of her case to afford
those interested an opportunity of examining the patient.
Drs. Addison and Gull have distinguished in the disease
two varieties - the vitiligoidea plana and tuberesa. In the
latter, the tubercles vary from the size of a pin’s head to that
of a large pea, isolated or confluent, whilst in the former,
yellowish patches are observed, of irregular outline, slightly
elevated, and with but little haruness. ‘‘ Eithee of these forms
may occnr separately, or the two may be combined in the same
individual. Under the latter circumstance we are able to
trace the connexion of the two through an intermediate series of
gradations, which clearly demonstrate their essential relations."
In their cases there was evidently an obvious connexion be- .
tween this affection of the skin and hepatic derangement, as
exists also in the following instance. Moreover, the eyelids
seem to be the parts particularly affected by the cutaneous
malady, and so involving them as to command the interest of
the oculist. In one case, patches of a light opaque lemon-yellow
colour were noticed, with the surface and edges slightly raised,
extending from the middle of the upper lid inwards around the
inner canthus, and then outwards along the lower lid to nearly
the same extent, affecting both eyes symmetrically. In another
the affection of the skin commenced in the upper lid of the left
eye, and extended round by the inner canthus to the lower lid.
A similar affection then commenced in the right eye, and the
appearances presented by the two were remarkably symmetrical.
In Dr. Barlow’s patient the skin affection is not as yet so exten-
sive as those just described, but may become so. Her skin is
of a dark-olive hue, as occurred in one of the recorded cases.
As she is at present under treatment we forbear to make any
further observations upon the case, the particnlars of which we
give from the very accurate notes of Mr. E. Fulham Turner,
clinical clerk.
